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e L SOME ASPECTS
or the production of rioe problem

in Vietnem

4 As you know, the problem of the production of rice-growing is e very
' "vast subject and I have neither the time nor the compstence to treat all
"+ - the questicns of the problem, elso permit me to limit myself on the two
< technical aspects of the problemn, to know the qualitative aspect and the
‘ quentitetive aspect of production. As for the economical aspect princi-
. pally concerning the study of tiae market, local ss well as internatiomal,
- 7., "1 will leave the care to the economists who will certainly be more quali-
.+ -+ fied in that area, '
For the economic rectification of our country, several progrems were
esteblished envisaging the augmentation of the egricultural production,
. Anong those progrems, we distinguish on one hend, those that interest the
- producta for exportetion such as rice, rubber, maize, etc... &8nd on the
.’ other hend, those that interest the products of which we must import &
- * 'none-negligesble quentity easch yesr, such as the fiber plents, tobecco,
"~ the soy hean end meny others. In realizing all of these programs, we
could win in foreign bills by our exportetions as well as by the dimine
ishing of our importetions,

We all know that rice is the most importent product of our country,
83 it is the rice which nourishes the 13 millions of Vietnemese, it is also
! 'rice thai ellows the greatest number of our egriculurists to work end it
is 8till rice that we export eech yesr, with the sreatest qusentity..

» On “he subject of our exportotion of rice, the tonnage is euguented
in a verr remerkable wey during these later yeers; this year, with 400,000
tons, we are exporting double what wes exported in 1957. Just the same,
_ 4in order to be able to export more in the years to come, the problem of
- the quality of the product must have the seme importence as that of quantity,

1o __ QUALITY OF THE RICES OF VIETNAM
tho de . nduetriel snd Sommercial Quslity.

. Conmercial olassificetion of the verieties of Vietnam cen be envisaged
in the following manner: the format vnl determine the great divisions;
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~ on the interior of each of them, one will define the types by:

+%'.  __ trensparency of ths grain;

1

— tolerance in ysllow greins and in greins streaked with red;

. e s

— Trice mill cnaracteristics; degres of bleaching and amount of
breakage.

This clessificaetion thus takes into acecount the industrial end commer-
'ciql quality of the paddy of each veriety,

The Rice Office selected & certein number of vearieties, considered as
‘the best ones for exportation; severcl of these verieties are still culti-
vated actually in all of the regione of South Vietnem. Among the conserved
varieties, all of the formats are represented firom the round formet to the
vary lopg format. After a first evaluetion, one would count about 2 %
of long rice, 31 % of § round, 22 % of } long, 24 % of long end 21 & of
very long.

; We heve seen that the formzt pleys en important role in ths commercial
classification, but this factor depends on the preference of buying countries;

 taus Japun end Formose prefer rourd format, while the Europeen market

domends in general long format.,
) These ere the verieties cultiveted in single transplanting that give
the best industriel qualities, and the moat transperent rices. We will
point out in pessing that e special rice category exista, of single trans-
plenting, whose sought after quality is their perfumed odor and their
particular teste,

. These are, for exemple, the verieties:

{ Nenh Chon ¢f Beria,

{ Iue Phet of Can-Tho,
Tau-Huong of Vinh.long,
Neng-Tham of Cholon, etC...

Theae rices with smell grains, give in general a low yleld, their
industrial snd ccmmercisl queiity cen not intervene, a&s only their table
quality oounta,

In rcesume, the verieties of rice of Vietnam cen reply to all of the
conditions of quality to satisfy the requirements of the buyer countries.

_ This result was obtained at the ond of our long yeers of resesrch
and by sslection of which the works follow each other from yeer to year,

[
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e rico with sought after quality,
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L ‘{ The rices of double trensrlenting are often defected.
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"in order to obtein en always growing quality. On the other hand, diverse
,J problems wers considered to essure the industriel quality of our rice, es

for ezamplon

.'} .o .
, f? i;ff’* .. the famers utilize a more restricted number of verieties,
ot ?f; " utilizing the selected seeds in ordsr to hervest homogenes
S “ wi. - lots, bring more ccre to the hervest, to the trenaport end
i * etockago of the paddy;

the rice merchants are more severe on the quality of the
peddy that arrives at the mill, pey a more importent premium
for the homogensous lots,

All of these considerations are going to permit us to export more

;. — mmnmmmnum.mmnmumnm
.mum.qmmumum

! We formerly seid that it is the rices of single tramsplanting that
srepresent the best type, we we have rice of double’ transplanting that occupies
.ebout 300,000 hectares in the 2 provinces of Vinh-long end Fhong-Dinh,

‘end floeting rice which occupies more then 300,000 hectares in the province

X ,of An-Gieng.

Certein varie-~
%108 have a good format but the grains are frisble and in part opaque.

VU 'Tho mode of culture and the chrracteristics of the soil are responsible

for this, but it is above all the procedures of hervest and of drying
. {that one must incriminate. The rice hervested in a bed of weter often

.g(f
;'#. » thick i& beeten and dried immedistely in the sun, which causes fissures

'y . of the g rein which give a great percentage of breakage to the rice mill,
. The industrial yields of these rices very fram 20 % to 60 £ from ono

RN { year to the next.

S ,
: i Certein verieties of floating rice have long grains, but most of
, them aro of type § round or § long, their comnercial quality is little

' approciutod because of the abundanco of red grains and of chalky greins.

. Ths emount of crecks at the rice mill is often increesed, the presen-
" ' tation le very defective, Howsever the drying allows ¢2 obtain. witk these
* rices of inferior Quality, a product of average quelity that dces not

}“f oreck at the rice mill,

" Finally, enother group of rice much less importent exists, cultivated
principally in the High Plotesus and on the high lends, nemed mountain-

o~ e

(8}
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rice. This type of rice gives in geucrui a lower yield that that of the
cthers end en inferior quality.

In compering these four grcups of rice from the point of view of.
cultural method and industrial ecnd commerciel quelity, we will see that
,the $smg of rice of single trareplenting is the best of all. it is the
.reason then that all of our prograns enviseging the amelioration of the
iquality and the asugmentation of the production must be concentreted in the
‘rice zones of single trensplenting., This is not to say that we are going
to let fall the other types of rice, only, in the immediete time, it ie
necessary for us to give priority to the rice of single tremsplanting.

t
i

Je . dnelioration end Solection.

o In view of obtaining the best vecristies from the triple point of view:

:}nduatrial and commerciel quelity, yield, culturel aptitudes,
v

: The emelioration and the selection of varieties are going to permit
.us to rcsolve at the same time the problem of the guality and the problem

Thoy ere based prineipelly ons

— high yield,
; —. 8ood industrial and ccrumerciel quality...

. Th: amalioration is achieved from one side by the growths among the

.verietics of the country, on the other side by the selection of hybrides

- Japonice X Indica origineting from Cuttack. Although the selection of
"hybrides may not be finished yot, certein ones of them promise a besutiful
future.

¢

! Th: selection works follow each other et the Centrel Exjarimental
Sitation of Mytho, in the provincicl sub-stetions end in all of the rice-
growing provinces in utilizing the lends of the farmers,

At the Centrel Stetior of M'tho, more than 750 verieties, locol and
" foreign, are cultivated in perrwront observetion, Each year, several
+ tmong them, considered es being the beost ones, are chosen for selection.

. - When we shall heve obtained resulte for a certain number of verieties at

the Centrel Stetion, these ones will be then eent to the other regions

"-, i+ for the Regiocnal Trials of adeptetion,
i

? On the provincial scele, camperative triels were put on their feet
with thc varieties belonging to each provirce or to eech region. The
. prinoiple goel of these trials is to select, among the varieties wvhich
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exist locally in very greet number, those that ere actuslly the best ones
whose nuiber will be more restricted.

"” “ As results, we have obteined, by sclection, & premeture variety,
kN nomed Pu: ng-Ngeon, that is ectunlly very cultivated, thenks to its commer~
4 % oiel end industrial quality end its productivity. 48 ancther example, -

7 “: wo can o.te another veriety, naned Neang-MessX Teichu X Neeng-Meas, obteined .
r, "+ by hybridation, This hvbrid is cultiveted actuelly in several provinces, .
it 18 soughe wiver for the long grein format and the high yield,

‘., °. ¥k _, AUGMENTATION OF RICB.GROWING PRODUCTION .

) T vy S ¢
.
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We lhave two possibilites of sugnontint our rice production:

DR N

T — Adugmentetion of the arsea cultiveted;
RS T —. dmelioration of yield. .

ot - ¢
T

: ls  Ausmontaiion of the culiivatad area.

A " i The principle objective is to put back into culture all of the rice-
Lo ' fields that were abapdoned during the war. In fact, in 1938, one courted
"¢+, - more thea 2,300,000 hectares of rice fields in South Vietnem, and actually
the official statistics give us e maximum, in round numbers, of 1,900,000
hectares of which there atill romains 400,000 ha, of rice fields abandcned
;in South Vietnsm,

L RN
N

P o ]
[ .

! The Agriculturel Development renlized its progrem of implanmtation

of the Conteras of D.A. in the provimcss of An-Xuyen, Be-Xuyen, Kien-Phong,

Kien-Tuocng end Kien-Gieng end contributes in eugmenting the erea cultivated

in rice oither by the restoration in culture of the ebandoned rice fields .
‘or by tha clearing of new lands ept for rice-growing, ITha Agriculiural

. 'Davelommapt continues alweys its progrem and eech yeer, we have a new

" ‘augmentetion of the erea cultivetad in rice,

R

. On the other hand, the laxa of iha Agrarian Baform contribute also
‘t0 augmentation of the area ocultivatod. We ell know that during the troubd-
,'lod yeors, several proprietore obandoned their lands, and meny of these lands
have renained unocultiveted after the wer, ’
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Theoks to the Agrarien Reform, a grast part of these lands were adble
{to be restored in culture,

.

, ‘ 1o resume, the Agricultursl Development end the A@::arian Reform oen
' -csuse thy eres ocultivated in rice to augnent directly, principally by the
 ‘restoration in culture of the rice fieids sbsndoned during the wer,
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Wo 0180 have another means that cen make the area cultiveted in rice
eugnent, although indirectly:s transform the rice fields with one crop to
rice fie!ds with two crops.

Hers, sgein, we ers only speaking of rice of single trenasplenting,
a3 we can orly have 2 c¢rops per yeer on the rice fields of this type.
Actually, on & million hectares of rice fiaslds of single transplanting in
South Viotnam, one only counts on ab-out 30,000 ha. of rice fields at 2
crops per yeer, there is thus a great possibility of trensforming the
rice fields of one crop into rice fiolds of 2 ctops. Nevertheless, sertain
regions are nov adapted to the practice of 2 crops, by the fect that the
water is not sufficient during tho yesr. These regions ere found abeve
all in the zones of salty weter or in the zones wiere the dryness is
froquont.

In order to practice two crops per year in these regions, it is

' nocoaaarv to think before emything of irrigat1on.

Othor questions of a technical ocider must be considered, such asi

The orgenization of tho drying end of the stocking of the peddy
of the lst crop, fallen in the full rainy period;

— The necessity of employing sufficient fertilizer to the lst es
to the 2nd crop;

¢ e eA—

‘ The culture in greet area in order to limit the spoilage by birds,
: et the lst crop.

2. . Augmentstion of yiald,

We 1ave seen the lst solution concernirg the augnentetion of the
production by the augientetion of the erea cultiveted, ws are now going
to see the ond solution concerning the sugmentation of the production by
the smelioration of yield, In our opinion the second solution seemed more
important than the first, as {t is certeinly lesa costly and more easily
reslizable in a short lapse of time.

One often says that there are, in Vietnam, too much lend in reletion
with the rursl populetion, This alweys remains true if we compare Vietnam
with Foroose or Japan. The fact thet there are too meny lads in our
country »xplains in part the amall yield of our rice fielda, as ocur farxzers
"d0 not give much care to their rice fields, from the woment thaet they have
sufficieit lands to work, On the contrary, & very high yield is obtained

4n Japan end in Formosa, thanks to their intensive exploitation that is

mors or less equivalent to a gsrden plot.

{ ) .

[N]
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_ This small comparison is going to show us that there is a great
‘possibility of augmenting the yield of our rice fields, if wo edopt the
‘rational technique in the culture of rice, Thus, a certein number of
_programs having for goal to aid our farmers in ameliorating the yield of
.their rice fields, were esteblished by the Minister of Agriculture, These

' - [programs are divided principally into two cctegoriess

PR X

. ﬁ",.'v,.'; P
o :

A short term program having for objoctive the rapid eugmentation
of the rice production, in teking into consideration the quality
of the product for exportatiocn;

’ —-—

4 long term program which demends & longer periocd end @ necessary
oredit in order to exscute the most important works.

 'A. __ SHORT TERM PROGRAY

i

T This short term program comprises a certain number of the following
i
!

1l Irrigat 1l .

§ During these past ye rs, one was able to observe the dlLith of very
‘rumercus smell irrigation cenels indispenseble to the rice fields of single
transplenting; most of these cencls being dug by the farmers themse.ves,
.following the technicel guidance of compstent services.

- -

On another sids, the Minister of Agriculture has a project of impor-
{tation of s great number of irriget!i n pumps whose utilization, indive

" ;4dual or cooperative, will coptribute certainly in ameliorating the

dp t.

iproduction of rice of sicgle transplanting.

.t 2 3slacted ssadas

¥We will first consider the problem of the choice of varieties to
cultivete in each reglon.

-—— -

e L

The Indochinese Rice Office had selected a ccrtain number of verie-
‘ties, sc-0slled patronized verieties, for all of the regicns of Vietnam,

. -Certsin ones of these verieties ere still cultivated at the sotunl present
" itime, but it is necessary for us to control each yesr the quality of these
_‘verieties in order to only keep the best ones fram the point of view of

productivity and industrial and cocmorcial Quality.

Next comes the multiplicetion progrem end the &istridution of the

‘ ;ooodn. this progrtm heving for goal to furnish to the farmers the good

' ceeds of the salected verietiee so tist they can emeliorats simultenecusly
vthe quertity end the gquality of their product, )
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Being given that the seeds progrem is more end more important, we
demanded, aftar last year, to ell of the rirs.grovwing enoperativas to
¢4 us in the distribution, end perheps for the multiplicetion in the years
rto come. ‘

.
Sy

'
' 3 Ihe fertilizers: A

You all know thet the fertilizers pley & very importent role in the
cugmentation of the yield. This i2 +hy the utilization of fertilizers
‘muat be known end spread in our ;roducer of rice regions, Our fertilizer
brogrem, in the course of reelizetion, comprises two parts: supplying

- ,end proregenda,

In thet which .ncerns supplying, our progrem consists in procuring
Jcufficiont fertl .zer for our farmers, et the lowest possible price, end
.in this goel, the Minister of Acriculture realized his progrem of impor-
;teticn end of the distribution of chemical. fertilizers, in order to evoid

€1l speculstion on price as on quality of the product, when this one is

" .found irsufficient on the market,

Next ocomes the 2nd espect which is p.ropagenda, Technical informations
-on "why and how one must utilize the fertilizers® were diffused to the
farmmers by 2ll of the meens such as: egricultural press, film, printed
‘retter, brochures, chsts,..

. On the other hand, triel fields of dezonstretion ere establiched
_oeoh yeor to show the fermers thu effect of the chemicel fertilizers in
"the rice fielda,

Th: results of thia progrein showad uss

a sherp amelioretion of the cammerce of fertilizers (there is
no longer spsculrtion, lowering of prices...); -

»

a more generalized use of the fertilizers by the fanners;

' a sherp augentation ir the axportetion tonnage of rice frax
' 120,000 tcns in 1958 to LCO,000 in 1960).

A gt sgainat ihs insscige

Inrects can scmetimes cause ;more than 50 £ of loss in the rice fields.
‘To fight sgainst the insects io thus en indirect meens of sugnenting predue-
tion. 7The Government's prograi ccnsists of:

from one part, to stuuy the morns of effectively, fighting sgeinst
the different sarts of insects)

[ L SR R
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on the other part, to heclp the farmers to procure sufficient
insecticides and atamizers for themselves, when it is necessery,

5 Jalp fron fhe Azrioulturcl Cregik:

¥We 111 know that the Agriculturel Credit is e very importent factor
in the davelorment in egriculture, economicelly epeaking. In the program
of asugmentation of the rice-growing production, one camnot dsny its util.
dty. By e system of long term credit, the Agricultural Credit is going
to permit fermers to buy egriculturol machines, where the conditicns are
fevorable to meclhsnization. Also, by & short term credit system, and this
is the most importent one &t the present time, the Agricultural Credit
is going to ellow fermers to obtein the nenessary financial meens with

:which they cean pay for the culture jobs, buy fertilizers and the selectsed
- !seeds, to ameliorate their harvest.

6 Progrep of saricultural popularizationt

t

o .
. Being given that most of our fermers are still not used to the new

'techniques in sgriculture, the progream of agriculturel popularization

. .Bust heve iUvs importence, if we wish that our prosrams previously cited

:be reelized in a decisive mammer, Very simple demonstraticns and very
procise technicel informetions ere nacessory to convince our farmers of

1fﬁ , loaning the contribution of their support in our progrems,

The short term progrem having just been exemined, we can conciude in

-saying that, if this progrem it realized, production will easily be eugmen-

ted by S0 %, thus, on neerly two millions of tons of paddy of single
trensplenting (of actual production), we will have an augpentetion of a

- mllion tons of paddy or 600,000 tons of white rice for exportation, .

beyond vhet wo are actually exporting.

"Bo __ 10NG TERM PROGRAM

-‘f 3 Unéerstocd that in the long term progrem we could cite the gréét

‘works ir agriculturel hydraulics, mechanization in fevorable regionsSeee,

~, but the most importent works for the moment are the works of experimen-

+tation, as the farmers were ebls to utilize gratis the praectical results
Y of our researches to emsliorete their rice-groving production,

. . -For our reseerch work, we adopt the most importent works thet are
{ aotuelly teldng place abroed, tc knows

t:r

3, we w= ©On the amelioration and the selection of varieties;
¢ ' 'y

. ' on the fertilization trials,

‘&. —

,
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Othor research works on tha amelioretion of culitura. technique will
later be underteken, wo will will heve tue necessary means,

I do not went to enter into the technicel details of our works, I
only wer: to moke you notice thct our experimentation works have for e goal
tae prac-icel utilization of obtained results, this is why our experimen-
tation i3 effectuated not only in the experimental statioms, dbut elso in
the fielil, in the natural conditions of soil and of climete. We think
thet, th-ee yeers fram now, concisive results fram our actual works counld

be appliod in our progrem of rice-growing production.

 Certeinly, we remasin at your disposition, if you are interested in
tae techiical deteils of our ressarch.

CONCLUSION

; In she yesrs to come, our country will certeinly produce fer more
rice, vhich will psrmit us to once more find our before war exportetion
_statistioe.

" __Froo the point of view of quelity, the emelioretion snd the selection
of Verieties are going to allow us to obtein en ealways improving quality.

Fran the point of view of quentity, the emelioration of yield can
maks prolduction increase and et the same time cen meke the returns price
lower, wiich permits us to have a competitive price on the internstional
market , .

' Thu3, the two factorsi quentity and quality represent all of the
technicel aspects of the problem of production in rice~growing in Vietnam,

'K‘ T

L

; 5=10-1960

N Raception Room
f the Minister of Agriculturo
Saigon




